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What are Virtual Museums? 

The example of Etruscanning 



The Regolini Galassi tomb in 3D: 

etruscanning installation evaluated 



Etruscanning in 3D: 

Exchange on heritage through 

digital resources 



Context 

- 7th century BC 

- Cerveteri ï near Rome 

- Part Etruscan territory  

- Oriental influence 



Projectteam 

Multidisciplinairy team  

- Eva Pietroni+ team: scanning, 3D modelling, 

interactivity, research 

- Daniel Pletinckx: 3D photography, research 

coordiantion 

- Wim Hupperetz + team: research, integration in 

exhibition, storytelling, audio, coordination 

- Maurizio Sannibale: curatorial team 

- Blog: http://regolinigalassi.wordpress.com 

 

 

http://regolinigalassi.wordpress.com
http://regolinigalassi.wordpress.com


Visit site in Cerveteri 



Digitization objects and site 



Laser scanning of thomb 





Modelling of  3D objects 



Mrs. Hamilton Grey (1838) writes : ñOne vase for 

perfumes, also made of bronze, stood towards the 

entrance, consisting of three globes, one above the 

other; near to which there was something like a 

candelabra, and beyond it, just at the door, was a 

tripod surmounted by a vessel in which incense had 

been burned, probably during the funeral rites, to 

prevent infection.ò  

The cella of the Regolini-Galassi tomb at 
excavation in 1836, by Samuel James Ainsley 
in 1843 (image: British Museum) 

De ontdekking 16 april ï 
24 april 1836 



Discovery 1836 

Alessandro Regolini, priest 

Vincenzo Galassi, general 

 

First excavation in Italy  

With official permit 



Reconstructions 

Inside view of the RG tomb by Canina 
(1846) 

interior Regolini Galassi tomb - Grifi 1836 



Canina 1841 

The front cell is found to exist the following items:  

A. Cauldron set on a tripod of iron.  

B. Perfume copper.  

C. Other smaller cauldron.  

D. Four-wheeled cart that he had to serve the transportation of the corpse, and found only some of which are bronze plates that were to 

adorn the chest with the central part of the wheels and the ends of the rudder.  

E. Bronze bed, on which lay the corpse in the first cell.  

F. Perfume bronze supported by four wheels.  

G. Of iron per household are small sacrifices.  

H. Small figures of terra cotta.  

K. Liners of different shields which were hung on the walls, among which were some well placed bundles of arrows.  

I. Copper vessels attached to the top of the vault.  

 

Back then in the cell were found the following other items:  

L. On the wall, which partially closed the door were placed two pots of silver Lebet with no frills.  

M. Several copper pots that were hung on the walls.  

N. Perfume in the form of a cauldron placed on a tripod.  

O. Vase decorated with large heads.  

P. Copper vessels attached to the top of the vault.  

Q. Place where lay the corpse of a noble woman named Larzia, where they were found the goldsmith different ornaments consisting of 

the head, a breastplate, various necklaces, bracelets and ornaments of the dress.  

R. Cups of silver figures, and others with the name of Larzia.  

 



Comparing Canina (1846), Grifi (1836), 

Pareti (1947) 

Grifi:  

 

 

Canina: 

 

 

 

Pareti: publication in 1947 



Pareti (1947) 



Oriental influence 



Interpretations: throne and carro 



Throne with Larthia 



Interpretations: six silver cups with inscriptions 

(mi) Larthia: larth (man) of larthia (woman)  


